
BPBT Opioid Podcast Series



The Washington State Medical Association (WSMA) is accredited 

by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education to 

provide continuing medical education for physicians.

The WSMA designates this enduring material for a maximum of 

0.75 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™. Physicians should claim 

only the credit commensurate with the extent of their 

participation in the activity.
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CME



Successful completion of this CME activity, which includes completing the evaluation component and earning 

a minimum of 100% on the quiz component, enables the participant to earn up to:

• 0.75 MOC points in the American Board of Internal Medicine’s (ABIM) Maintenance of Certification (MOC) 

program;

• 0.75 MOC points in the American Board of Anesthesiology’s (ABA) redesigned Maintenance of Certification 

in Anesthesiology™ (MOCA®) program, known as MOCA 2.0®. Please consult the ABA websites, 

www.theABA.org, for a list of all MOCA 2.0 requirements;

• 0.75 part-II self-assessment credits in the American Board of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery’s 

Continuing Certification (ABOHNS) program (formerly known as MOC);

• 0.75 MOC points in the American Board of Pathology’s (ABPath) MOC program;

• 0.75 MOC points in the American Board of Pediatrics’ (ABP) MOC program; and

• 0.75 MOC points for the CME requirement of the American Board of Surgery’s (ABS) Continuous 

Certification program.

It is the CME activity provider's responsibility to submit participant completion information to ACCME for the 

purpose of recognizing participation.
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Maintenance of Certification (MOC)



The content of this activity is not related to products or services 

of an ACCME-defined ineligible company, also known as a 

commercial interest; therefore no one in control of content has a 

relevant financial relationship to disclose.
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Disclosure



Opioids & Risk Management

Dr. Nathan Schlicher in conversation with Rabia Ahmad, JD



Medical Malpractice: criminal vs. civil

Enhanced scrutiny of opioid prescriptions

How do physicians protect themselves?

Objectives



DEA = Drug 
Enforcement 

Administration

CSA = Controlled 
Substances Act
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DEA and CSA



No warnings to patient

Medical record errors

Inaccurate medical records

Dosing

Ignoring warning signs
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“Fall Outside the Usual Course of Professional Practice”



• Charged under the CSA and state equivalents

• “Knowingly and intentionally”

• Homicide?
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Criminal Liability



Medical 
malpractice 

lawsuit
“Reasonably 

prudent physician” 
standard
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Civil Liability



State medical 
boards

State-wide 
prescription drug 

monitoring 
programs
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Professional Sanctions



GOOD CLINICAL PRACTICE

  +        TRAINING COURSES

  +        OPIOID PRESCRIBING GUIDELINES

  _______________________________________

    MITIGATION OF LIABILITY
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The Trade-Off: Risk vs. Benefit
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